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Bridges, Nicks, Fogerty Rock American
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John Fogerty can still play a mean
guitar. Fogerty was one of the
special guests during the Bob
Woodruff Foundation's American
Thunder benefit.

The inaugural American Thunder Music Festival, a benefit concert for the Bob Woodruff Foundation,
made history in front of fans this past weekend when Jeff Bridges hosted and performed along with
Stevie Nicks and John Fogerty. Nicks performed in the midst of a howling thundering windstorm and
tornado warnings... The show was the first major benefit concert in the 71-year history of the Sturgis

Motorcycle Rally. 

American Thunder will be broadcast internationally to over one million active duty men and women of
the U.S. Armed Forces in more than 175 countries and U.S. territories, and on U.S. Navy ships around
the world. 

The Foundation's founder, ABC newsman Bob Woodruff, welcomed the crowds saying, "We're so
honored to play a role in helping to salute the men and women who serve, who sacrifice, and their
families who support them. I know there are thousands of vets in the audience tonight, and I want to
take this opportunity to thank all of you for your service." 

"I'm honored to support the Bob Woodruff Foundation," commented host Jeff Bridges. "I've seen a few
interesting places in my day - but nothing like this. This is Thunderdome meets Apocalypse Now. In

2006 when Bob was injured covering the war in Iraq, I was amazed he survived, and not only did he recover, he didn't walk away from the
troops he was covering. With his family's support - he dedicated himself to helping service men and women who suffer from the visible
and invisible scars of war," concluded Bridges. His remarks preceded a strong 60-minute performance which included tunes from his new
self-titled CD, which is being released today. 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee Stevie Nicks performed her classic hits "Landslide" and "Rhiannon" along with a haunting version of
"Soldiers Angel" which she told the audience was written and inspired by her many visits over the years to Walter Reed Hospital and
Bethesda to visit wounded soldiers. 

The moment could not have been more dramatic. American Thunder's creator David Clark said, "Our giant 40'x60' foot backdrop was
ripped from the rigging and went sailing through the back of the stage like a leaf in the wind. I was on the verge of pulling the plug. At that
point I looked at a determined Stevie Nicks as she braced herself against the wind with hair
flying and those famous streamers from her mic violently flying as she launched into her
song about the need to care for the country's wounded warriors. Over 50,000 people
watched with me in amazement as Stevie continued to perform. It's no exaggeration to say
that this was the most emotional moment I've ever witnessed at a show."
 
After the wind suddenly died down, Bridges introduced Fogerty, "John's music is part of the
very fabric of America... I used to think he wrote the sound track to the Vietnam War."
Fogerty rocked the house, delivering hit after hit. 
The evening also included taped messages of support for the Bob Woodruff Foundation by



Jeff Bridges entertains the crowd during the
American Thunder Music Festival at the Buffalo
Chip.

Stevie Nicks looks bewitching as
she performs for the crowd at the
Buffalo Chip in Sturgis.
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President Barack Obama, former President George H.W. Bush and First Lady Michelle
Obama. 

"To all our men and women in uniform, let me say the greatest privilege I have as President is to serve as your Commander in Chief. I
never cease to be inspired by your courage and your character, for the enormous sacrifices you and your families make every single day
on behalf of all Americans. That's why I'm so grateful for the work of the Bob Woodruff Foundation, whose mission is to help wounded
service men and women, veterans and their families, recover from injuries to their bodies and spirits and to help them repair their lives,"
stated the President.
 
Former President George H.W. Bush continued the theme, "As your former Commander in Chief, each soldier, marine, airman and
coastguardsman holds a special place in my heart. We join the Bob Woodruff Foundation in standing up for the heroes you honor
tonight." 

"Supporting our troops and their families unites us all. Throughout our nation's history brave men and
women in uniform have stood watch and put themselves in harm's way so that their fellow Americans
can live in peace and freedom, and they continue to do so today," concluded First Lady Michelle
Obama. 

Closing the evening on an emotional note was former serviceman Dale Beatty, who lost his legs during
his tour. Beatty played drums with his band Southern Fried, which was formed in early 2000. He
played extensively with them for two years until he was called to serve the country as a member of the
United States Army. Dale's triumphant return to his family and band continues to inspire his fellow
musicians, friends, and people across the nation who hear his dramatic story. 

"The reason American Thunder resonates with the performers who participated tonight, and the public
who turned out to support it, is the message is compelling. The Bob Woodruff Foundation is not about
the War, but the Warriors. This is important because at a time of great division in our country,
everyone is looking for a sliver of unity, and American Thunder delivers this message to every
American no matter what party they belong to," said Lee Woodruff, Co-Founder of the Bob Woodruff

Foundation. 

American Thunder promotes the Bob Woodruff Foundation that invests in programs which connect troops to the services they need,
including physical rehabilitation and counseling, education, employment and financial assistance, as well as help with larger issues like
homelessness and suicide. 
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